Queensland Government

Cabinet – February 2016
Queensland Government response to the Inquiry into the adequacy of existing financial protections for Queensland’s seniors, Communities, Disability Services and Domestic and Family Violence Prevention Committee, Report No. 2, 31 August 2015
Minister for Disability Services, Minister for Seniors and Minister Assisting the Premier on North Queensland

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]The Inquiry into the adequacy of existing financial protections for Queensland’s seniors, Report No. 2, details the investigation undertaken by the Communities, Disability Services and Domestic and Family Violence Prevention Committee into the issues and challenges facing seniors, from a financial perspective. 
2. The Parliamentary Committee inquiry noted that Queenslanders today are working longer, living longer and leading more active lives than ever before.  Older people face a unique and complex array of financial decisions as members enter and move through this phase of their lives.  
3. The Parliamentary Committee examined the current supports and services available and the risks and vulnerabilities which may be encountered by older Queenslanders. The Committee delivered a report with 43 recommendations to the Queensland Government. 
4. In summary, the recommendations broadly encompass the following action areas: updating the Queensland Government’s seniors’ strategy and adequately supporting the development and ongoing implementation of the seniors’ policy agenda; ensuring appropriate information and independent advice; providing services and supports tailored to meet seniors needs in areas such as employment, housing, credit and insurance; raising awareness and prevention strategies to protect from fraud; training and skills of front line staff; improved supports for victims of fraud and financial remedies; and undertaking further research into the prevalence of elder abuse.
5. Of the 43 recommendations, the Queensland Government supports 19, supports 22 in principle, and does not support two recommendations.
6. Cabinet endorsed that the Queensland Government response to recommendations of the Communities, Disability Services and Domestic and Family Violence Prevention Committee Inquiry into the adequacy of existing financial protections for Queensland’s seniors, Report No. 2, be tabled in the Legislative Assembly.
7. Attachments
· Inquiry into the adequacy of existing financial protections for Queensland’s seniors, Report No. 2, 55th Parliament, Communities, Disability Services and Domestic and Family Violence Prevention Committee
· Queensland Government response to recommendations in Inquiry into the adequacy of existing financial protections for Queensland’s seniors, Report No. 2, 55th Parliament, Communities, Disability Services and Domestic and Family Violence Prevention Committee
